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Commodore Introduces A4000 at 
Pasadena World of Commodore 
Pasadena, CA 
September 1, 1992 


Commodore business Machines, Inc. today introduced the Amiga 
4000, the company’s revolutionary new premier multimedia computer. 
The Amiga 4000 marks the company’s most significant new technology 
advancement in its Amiga line since the product’s introduction in 1985. 


In addition to the Amiga 4000, Commodore announced several other 
significant product introductions including the Amiga 600 and 600HD, 
AmigaDOS Release 3 Operating System, A570 CD-ROM Drive, and 
Amiga Vision Professional Authoring System. James Dionne, President 
and General Manager of Commodore Business Machines, Inc. 
commented, "these product announcements exemplify Commodore’s 
continued commitment to offer computers with probably the best 
price/performance ratios in the computer industry today. We are 
confident that these products, particularly the Amiga 4000, will keep 
Commodore at the forefront of multimedia technology and enable us to 
continue our aggressive push in the multimedia marketplace." 


This powerful new machine features Commodore’s Advanced 
Graphics Architecture custom co-processor chip set that enables users to 
display and animate graphics in multiple resolutions at up to 256,000 
colors from a palette of 16.8 million. 


The new hardware features are driven by AmigaDOS Release 3, the 
newest version of Commodore’s multitasking operating system, in 
combination with the machine’s main processor, the Motorola 68040. 
While this new version of the operating system takes advantage of the 
latest features, it also maintains backwards compatibility with Amiga 
software not specifically written for the Amiga 4000. 


The Amiga 4000 will come standard with a 120 Mb hard drive, 6 Mb 
of memory, a dual speed high-density floppy drive, and CrossDOS which 
enables users to read and write to MS-DOS formatted floppy and hard 
drives. Other key multimedia features include: a dedicated slot for video 
devices; selectable NTSC scan rate compatibility; four voice dual-channel 
digital audio; up to 8 sprites, enabling high speed animations; and full 
hardware video overscan. 


The Manufacturers Suggested List Price for the Amiga 4000-040/120 
is $3699.00 [street price: about $2800]. AmigaDOS Release 3, the newest 
version of the Amiga operating system, adds several software 
enhancements to the previous 2.04 operating system. Among the new 
features are: CrossDOS allowing access to MS-DOS formatted kopoy and 
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This Month’s Schedule 
Sunday, October 18, 1992 


9:00 - 9:30 Meeting Registration. 
9:30 - 11:00 Morning Sig Meetings. 
Amiga 
Beginner-C64-C128 


11:15 - 12:30 General Meeting in the 
Main Lecture Hall. 


12:30 - 12:45 A small break, PCG 
Store open and raffle tickets 
drawn. 


12:45 - 1:45 Afternoon SIG Meetings 
GEOS - Amiga - Public Domain 
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PCG Calendar 


Board members, please note: All Board 
Meetings are Mandatory. 


Friday October 30, 1992: Newsletter articles 
due on PCG BBS (412) 434-5483. 


Sunday, November§8, 1992: Newsletter 
folding and Board Meeting. 


Sunday, November 15, 1992: Membership 
Meeting at Duquesne University. 


Monday December7, 1992: Membership 
Meeting at Carnegie Library. 


PCG DIRECTORY 


Pittsburgh Commodore Group (PCG) PO BOX 16126 
Pittsburgh, PA. 15242 


BOARD MEMBERS 


President 

V.P. & Librarian 

V.P. for Programs 

Director of Public Relations 


Rick Bilonick -- 
Sean Peck 682-3735 
Brian Schwadron 372-4151 
Ed Berger 828-4710 


Treasurer John Mulcahy 921-3947 
Secretary Marilyn Richards 531-0531 
Board Ed Eichenlaub 462-2969 

Members Bob Jox 885-0976 


Vacant 

Past President Neal Kushner 828-3505 
Board Advisor & D.U. Liaison Reg Ney 655-3261 
MEETINGS Meetings are held the 15t Monday of every month at Carnegie 


Library and the 3% Sunday of every month at Duquesne University's Mellon 
Science Hall except July & August. Visitors are welcome. 


at Large 


LIBRARY The Librarians, Neal Kushner and Sean Peck, copy PUBLIC 
DOMAIN and SHAREWARE disks for PCG Members. There is a small fee for 
the disk and service. The Librarians also accept donations of software for all 
Commodore computers, and attempt to help members locate programs in our 
extensive library. 


PCG BBS The PCG BBS can be reached at 2400/1200/300 bps, 8 bits, no 
parity, 1 stop bit. Call 434-5483 24 hours a day. Sysop: John Mulcahy. 


NEWSLETTER The Newsletter is published monthly. Members are 
encouraged to submit articles of all types. Please proofread carefully. Upload 
your article to the PCG BBS. You may also mail your articles on paper or on 
disk to the PCG at the above address. Preferred formats are ASCII, 
Wordperfect 4.x, TheWriteStuff, S Script, or EasyScript, although other 
formats may be accepted. Editor: David F. James Phone: (412) 457-8015 


PCG STORE The PCG Store features monthly specials on disks, books, 
magazines, and assorted useful items. See the descriptions in this Newsletter. 
Back orders, and Mail orders are possible by arrangement with the Manager or 
Librarian. 


ADVERTISING All requests for ads MUST be accompanied by came 

art or a pre-approved electronic format (such as a Professional Page file or IFF 
graphic) and payment in full, and must be received by the first day of the month 
in which they are to . Please mail al requests to the address shown at 
the top of this page. Classified Ads FREE to Members. Call for our new pricing 


policy. 
* SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP LEADERS * 
Amiga - Reg Ney & Neal Kushner 
Geos - John Blasdell 


C-64/C-128 - Joe Keating 
Video Toaster - Ed Eichenlaub 


THANK YOU To our Supporting Sponsor, Duquesne University 


MEGA BYTES 
AMIGA 


IN THE ARCADE AT 
SOUTHLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
RT. 51 PLEASANT HILLS 
PHONE 653-9050 


“ AUTHORIZED COMMODORE SALES AND 
SERVICE 


vy AUTHORIZED GVP AND GOLDISK DEALER 


“REPAIR TECHNICIAN AVAILABLE ALL 
STORE HOURS 


OVER 250 PIECES OF PRODUCTIVITY 
SOFTWARE AND GAMES IN STOCK ALON 
WITH PERIPHERALS ALL AT DISCOUNT 


PRICES 


HOURS ARE MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-8PM 


Membership Dues are $20 for one year. Bring this application & a 
check to the next meeting, or mail to: 
Pittsburgh Commodore Group 


PO BOX 16126 Pittsburgh, PA 15242 
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PCG BOARD 
MINUTES 


by Marilyn Richards 


September 13, 1992 


Present: Rick Bilonick, Neal 
Kushner, Ed Berger, Reg 
Ney, Bob Jox, Brian 

Schwadron, Marilyn Richards 

Absent: Sean Peck, John 
Mulcahy, Ed Eichenlaub 


Rick Bilonick announced his 
unavailability for this Sunday’s 
meeting. Sean would preside over the 
meeting. Neal and Reg would lead 
the Amiga SIG. Rick gave an update 
on the newsletter adv oak 
campaign and the sale of the old BB 
equipment. Modifications for the 
October 5th agenda were made as 
Rick would be unable to attend that 
meeting. Rick made several 
suggestions to back-up the BBS in 
the event it should go down. A 
discussion of the pros and cons 
followed. 


Brian Schwadron requested 
phone lines for the telecommu- 
nication presentation. Tentative 


plans for the Oct. and Nov. meetings 
were discussed. A suggestion was 
made to list the main meeting 
agendas in the newsletter. Brian 
expressed interest in starting a 
multimedia SIG. He would determine 
member interest. 


Ed Berger finalized plans for the 
C Programming class and announced 
the availability of new Fred Fish 
disks and Amazing articles. 


Marilyn Richards announced the 
release of V1.2 of Superbase 
Professional 4 and the Move-up 
Cae offered for Pagestream. 

IG leaders would be reminded that 
they are invited to attend the board 
meetings and would be added to the 
call list. 


Newsletter suggestions and 
recommendations were discussed and 
assigned to report to the editor. 


Librarians reported plans to 
obtain public domain and shareware 
programs. 

Treasurer report unavailable. 


Reg Ney provided club statistics on 
membership. Q 
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GENERAL 
MEETING 
NOTES 


by Marilyn Richards_ 


September 20, 1992 

A short general meeting followed 
the morning special interest group 
(SIG) meeting. In the absence of the 
president, vice-president Sean Peck 
conducted the meeting. Nominations 
were taken for an open Board- 
Member-at-Large position with two 
years remaining. A vote will be 
conducted at the October meeting. 
Nominated for the position were 

Arden Pomeli 


Fred Donofrio 

John Lasanich 

Robert Peach 

Information was presented 
about the additional monthly 
meeting that will take place at 
Carnegie Museum in Oakland 


October 5th at 7 P.M. An introduction 
to the 2.04 OS and a demonstration 
of Cross Dos 5+ are the planned 
topics to be presented by Amiga 
users. The agenda for each meeting 
will depend on volunteers to conduct 
the meetin and discuss a 
topic/subject. A request for C64-C128 
volunteers to present topics was 
made. Interested parties should 
contact any board member or leave a 
message on the BBS to schedule 
participation at the alternate 
meeting or our regular monthly 
meeting. [(Sec. comment) Are you 
*qualified’ to present? Anyone who is 
interested can present or 
demonstrate a program that you find 
to be interesting or useful. Sharing 
information or questions about our 
computers is what the PCG is all 
about. We are all here to learn and 
help others to learn what we enjoy.] 

An announcement was made 
that The Illustrator, the graphic add- 
on for TWS 64 and 128, is in. 
Members with 24 pin printers will 
need version 4. Send the original disk 
to the author to receive the correct 
version. 

A request was made for 
volunteers to distribute the two-page 
newsletter flyers to various locations 
on a regular basis. The newsletters 
could be gara up at the BOD 
meeting e Sunday before the 
regular PCG meeting so they would 
be available prior to the meeting. 
Otherwise, they would be distributed 
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Amiga Disk’s of the Month 


$3 for first one, $2 each Additional 


Disk 701 


Du - Display disk space used by directory 
and its sub-directories. 

Examiner - Will question you with files 
produced by SpellCheck. 

GNUPlot - An interactive function and 
data plotting program. 

SpellCheck - A program which aids you in 
learning foreign words. 


Disk 702 
A-Gene - Newest demo version of a 
genealogy database program. 
DoubleSquares - A game set as many tiles 
on the board as possible. 
Indent - A C_— source code 
formatter/indenter. 


PointToPoint - A game set one of your 
stones on board until last. 


Disk 703 


BootX - An easy to use boot, file and link 
virus killer. 

HunkX - A utility to examine the hunk 
structure. 

LVD - A first defense utility against file 
and linkviruses. 

MAssign - A little command to make 
*M’ ultiple assigns. 

MPE - A compiler tool for users of 
M2amiga programming. 


Disk 704 
Flex - A replacement for the UNIX "lex". 


GrabIFF - Lets you grab as an IFF-ILBM- 
file. 


PowerPlayer - A powerful, friendly 
module player. 

SFCoder - Allows you to encrypt and 
decrypt files by a password. 


SPClock - A clock that uses sprites to 
display the time. 

SunClock - A world map showing what is 
illuminated by the sun. 


Disk 705 


CrossMaze - A crossword game given the 
words but no clues. 

FishCat - A program designed to allow 
searching the entire library. 

MFR - Magic File Requester is a 
replacement file requester. 

NewlFF - IFF code mods & examps to use with 


the Rel 2 iffparse library. 
Disk 706 


ABackup - A new backup utility for the 
Amiga. 

APrf - A freely redistributable printing 
utility for the Amiga. 

AUSH - A command line interpreter, to 
replace the CBM shell. 

PatchOS - 2.04, 3 new features: keyboard- 
shortcuts, the star (’*’) & input a char by 
typing its ASCII-code on the numeric pad. 
WalkingMan - A hack that funny men 
appear on the Screen. 


Disk 707 


AMines - A small game, like the X- 
Window’s game XMines. 

Aniso - A small puzzle game similar to the 
"Brain game". 

MungWall - Munges memory and 
watches for illegal FreeMem’s. 

RayShade - Rayshade is a ray tracing 
program ported from UNIX. 


Disk 708 
HardBlocks - A shared library with 


support routines for CBM’s hardblock 
standard, and a small tool which demos the 


library. 
Icons - WorkBench 1.3 icons with a 
WorkBench 2.0 3D look. 


Intuisup - Shared library w/support routines 
for using texts, menus, borders, gadgets, 
requesters, and more, under AmyDOS 1.3. 
SmartED - Demo of DX7 voice editr, 
librarian, bulk storage utility. 
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VoiceBoy - WB util which uses DX7 voice 
libraries of Smart-ED DX7 and Music-X. 


Disk 709 


CPUCIr - A hack that replaces the 
BitClear routine of the graphics library 
with a highly optimized 68020 (or higher) 
routine. 

LittleBoulder - A "Pick’n Run" Action- 
game. 

Planets - Programs to calculate the 
positions of the planets and the moon (as 
viewed from the earth), for an arbitrary 
date and time. 

ThinkAMania - A ’Concentration’ like 
board game. 


Disk 710 


AntiCicloVir - Link virus detector that 
detects 25 different viruses. 

bBasell - A simple database program. 
CryptoKing - A game for those who like 
to solve Cryptograms. 


TypoGrapherFix - A patch for 
TypoGrapher v2.05 on disk 697. 
Neal Kushner Q 


Amiga News 


ASDG Announces "Retroactive 
Upgrade" of AllADPro Family 
Products in Support of the Amiga 
4000, September 17, 1992 


Timed to coincide with 
Commodore’s announcement of the 
Amiga 4000, ASDG announces that 
all of its ADPro family of image 
processing products already support 
the new Advanced Graphics 
Architecture (AGA) including the 
new video modes and color 
resolution. These capabilities, which 
have been present in the shipping 
versions or almost a_ year, 
automatically appear when running 
on AGA equipped machines. 


ASDG Incorporated, the leading 
supplier of innovative color imaging 
solutions for cinema and video, 
ade for its 


announce an unusual up ) 
ofessional 


Art Department 
(ADPro) family of products. 


What makes this upgrade 
unusual is that all owners of ADPro 
Version 2 already have it. 


In support of the development of 
the Advanced Graphics Architecture 
(AGA), incorporated in the new 
Amiga 4000, ASDG added AGA 
support to ADPro and FRED almost 
one yest ago. This support has been 
in the shipping version of ADPro 
since that time but this fact could not 
be revealed until Commodore’s public 
release of the A4000 specifications. 


Those who attended the recent 
World of Commodore-Amiga show in 
Pasadena, got a chance to use ADPro 
on real Amiga 4000s. Commodore 
included ADPro in its demonstration 
suite to show off the dramatic 
enhancements in the new Amiga’s 
graphical power. ADPro fully 
supports the new display and color 
resolutions including Super Hi-Res 
and eight bit HAM. 


ASDG’s animation and batch 
processor FRED, is also AGA 
compatible. On AGA equipped 
machines it will show its preview 
images in 256 colors instead of 16. 
This provides for full motion video 
preview with excellent color fidelity. 


ASDG is certain that it speaks 
for all ADPro owners when it 
expresses its best wishes to 


Commodore Business Machines on 
the introduction of the A4000. The 
excellence of the technical support 
which Amiga developers have 
received in anticipation of the AGA is 
entirely responsible for ASDG’s 
ability to provide this "retroactive 
upgrade.” 


For more information about 
ASDG’s color imaging solutions, 
contact Gina Cerniglia at ASDG 
Incorporated, 925 Stewart Street, 
Madison, WI 53713 or call (608) 273 - 
6585. Art Department Professional is 
a registered trademark of ASDG 
Incorporated. Amiga is a eee 
trademark and Advanced Graphics 
Architecture is a trademark of 
Commodore-Amiga, Inc. 


Motorola’s 68040 Microprocessor 
Powers New Commodore Amiga 
4000 Austin TX (SEPT. 14) PR 
Newswire 


Motorola’s High Performance 
Microprocessor ivision today 
announced that its 68040 provides 
the processing power in Commodore 
Business Machines, Inc.’s new Amiga 
4000 computer, which is designed to 
meet the demanding graphic and 
video-processing needs of multimedia 
computing. 


The Amiga 4000 is a full-scale 
multimedia system incorporating 
Commodore’s Advanced raphics 
Architecture(tm) custom coprocessor 
chipset, enabling users to display and 
animate graphics in multiple 
resolutions in up to 256,000 colors 
from a palette of 16.8 million. This 
array of colors and features brings 
life-like images and photo- quality 
colors to any ocument or 
presentation. 


In addition, the robust 
processing power of the Motorola 
68040 microprocessor ensures that 
the Amiga 4000 is a high- 
performance, full-function computer 
with the power to execute data- 
intensive multimedia applications 
with ease. Motorola’s family of 
microprocessors has been integral in 
the development of the Amiga 
— line since its introduction in 
1 ; 


"By utilizing the processing 
power of the 68040, Commodore is 
able to bring high-quality 
multimedia capabilities to their users 


-- both in the consumer and business 
markets," said Jim Reinhart, 
Motorola’s manager of M68000 


marketing and applications. "The 


power of the 68040 allows users to 
create exciting video effects and fast- 
paced animations -- in a fraction of 
the time and money it would cost on 
other machines relying on add-in 
cards for their additional processing 
power." 


Motorola’s 68040 is an advanced 
single-chip processor incorporating 
more than 1.2 million transistors. 
Fabricated with Motorola’s high- 
performance complement. metal- 
oxide semiconductor (HCMOS) 
process, the 68040 integrates an 
integer unit, a floating point unit, 
two memory-management units and 
two 4-kilobyte cache memories -- one 
for data and one for instructions. The 
two on-chip caches provide high- 
speed temporary storage of 
information most recently used by 
the processor. In  data-intensive 
applications, such as those used on 
the graphically-based Amiga 4000, 
this allows the processor to work 
efficiently during the constant flow of 
information, thus making the 68040 
the ideal microprocessor for such 
systems. 


Along with the 68040, the Amiga 
also incorporates e 
AmigaDOS(tm) Release 3, the newest 
version of Commodore’s multitasking 
operating system. While this new 
version of the operating system takes 
advantage of the latest hardware 
features, it also maintains backward 
compatibility with Amiga software 
not specifically written for the Amiga 
4000. The Amiga 4000 also contains 
CrossDOS, which enables users to 
read and write to MS-DOS(R) 
formatted floppy and hard drives. 


"Commodore remains dedicated 
to the 68000 Family because of the 
commitment we see from Motorola to 
continue to add power and speed 
conducive to multimedia 
applications," said James Dionne, 
president and general manager of 
Commodore Business Machines, Inc. 
We are confident that the 
introduction of the Amiga 4000 will 
keep Commodore and Motorola at the 
forefront of multimedia technology." 


Available immediately with a 
120 M-byte hard drive, 6 Mbytes of 
memory and a dual-speed high- 
density floppy drive, the Amiga 4000 
is priced at $3,699. 


Having 1991 worldwide sales 
exceeding $3.6 billion, Motorola’s 
Semiconductor Products Sector is the 


Continued on Page 8... 
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Amiga SIG 


News 


by Reg Ney & Neal Kushner 


Due to an error on the part of 
our new SIG leaders (specifically, 
) the September Amiga SIG news 
did not make it to press. So... below 
you will find some of the information 
that was supposed to appear last 
month in addition to what is on line 
for this month. 


Hello! from the new (temporary 
?) Amiga SIG leaders, Reg & Neal 
(does this sound like a morning radio 
drive-show, or what??) Regardless, 
we are here to serve you for the 
coming year (or until you get sick of 
us), a hopefully, we will not only 
"entertain" you, but will also provide 
you with some valuable information 
and insights as well! 


To start things off, we looked at 
the June Amiga SIG News column, 
and noted at Rick (now our 
illustrious President) had Agree 
to show you PageStream 2.2 (Soft- 
Logic Publishing Corp., msrp 
$299.95), a BME (Bit Map Editor. 
Soft-Logic Publishing Corp., bundled 
with HotLinks), PageLiner (a text 
processor, Soft-Logic Publishing 
Corp., bundled with HotLinks), and 
HotLinks (the software that ties all 
of this together, Soft-Logic 
Publishing Corp., msrp $99.95). 
Unfortunately, however, neither Neal 
nor I are familiar with any of this, 
and we have decided to put this on 
hold until we can round up someone 
who is familiar with this software to 

resent it to you! So, if you were 
ooking forward to seeing what Rick 
had promised, we apologize, but we 
ask you to "hang in there with us" 
while we get our act together and 
find the appropriate people! (We will 
try to ave Rick give this 
presentation in November or 
eo We'll keep you posted on 
this. 


Last month we had a pretty 
active program that gave us a good 
start to the year. Neal started the 
ball rolling by telling us about 
CrossDOS 5.0, b Consultron 
($59.95, msrp). This Krign software 
utility allows users to access 
information on MSDOS and Atari ST 
formatted disks, as well as allowing 
data to be written to these disks in 
the proper format as well. All in all, a 


useful poe of software if you don’t 


have a bridgeboard or an ST. 


Immediately following this, Kim 
Cannon and Brian Sales from CDR 
Systems, in Swissvale, .made a 

resentation on NewTek’s Video 

aster 2.0 ($2495, msrp) system, 
showing us some of the ins and outs 
of the new effects that can be 


performed with the Toaster 
(especially the new 3-D areas), and 
with the new  ToasterPaint 


(NewTek, bundled with the Toaster) 
software. Kim and Brian also gave us 
some insights into what to expect 
from NewTek in the future, and they 
also discussed some of the current 
happenings at good, old CBM as 
well, including distributing some 
information on the new Amiga 4000 
and 600 machines. (Incidentally, 
some of this information will be 
available at this month’s meeting in 
case you missed it last month.) 


For this month’s meeting, Reg 
will be discussing data base 
management systems in general, and 
SuperBase Professional 4.0 (OXXI, 
Inc., $299.95 msrp) software in 
particular. (SuperBase was formerly 
the property of Precision Software 
but it has recently been acquired 
from Precision by OXXI, Inc.) Reg 
maintains the PCG’s database on 
Superbase Pro so he is in a good 
position to provide some in depth 
peo into this database system as 
well as to provide some comparisons 
between this database software and a 
popular version from a (shall we say) 
different operating system which he 
also uses. 


There are several other things 
that we will be doing at the meeting, 
among which are determining what 
it is that you want to see during the 
coming year, and discussing the 
additional SIG meetings which 
began on October 5th . We greatly 
need your input in order to provide 
the types of programs that you want 
to see, aid. with the additional 
meeting times, we will have much 
more opportunity to ensure that you 
get what you want. But, to be certain 
that that happens, we need to hear 
from you! So, be thinking about 
what it is that you want and let us 
know about it on Sunday! 


Rumors and other neat stuff... 
Well, after last month’s news 
about the 4000, the 600 and the 3.0 


operating system, we don’t have 
much in the way of rumors for you. 
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Some words of advice if you are 
planning to upgrade to a 3000, or if 
you want to take the first steps onto 
that platform...BUY NOW! It seems 
that CBM wants to reduce its 
inventory of 3000’s (and increase its 
public exposure to CDTV), because it 
is now shipping the 3000 with a 
CDTV and the 2000/3000 interface 
for the same at no charge! This is 
an $800 (approx.) package for free! 
Please note that this is not a rumor! 
However, it is not known how lon 
this situation is going to last! 
So..."make hay while the sun shines!" 


In the meantime, we will keep 
our eyes and ears open for the latest 
tidbits, and we will look forward to 
seeing you at 9:30 am on Sunday, the 
18th. -- RAN Q 


SUPERBASE 


PROFESSIONAL 


SUPERBASE 
PROFESSIONAL 4 V1.2 has 
been released by OXXI, Inc. 
Registered owners of 
Superbase Professional 4 from 
Precision Software can 
upgrade to the new version 1.2 
for $20 including shipping 
(Order No. EUSBP4). Owners 
of earlier versions of either 
Superbase Professional or 
Superbase Personal can also 
upgrade at a reduced cost. The 
new version corrects bugs in 
earlier versions and adds 
features to maintain file 
compatibility across all 
platforms for Superbase. 
Contact Oxxi at 310-427-1227; 
FAX 310-427-0971; or write 
Oxxi, Inc., P.O. Box 90309, 
Long Beach, CA 90809. 0 


File Extensions 


onBulletin 
Boards 


Johnny Kitchens -Metroplex 
CommodoreComputer Club 


Possibly the mostasked question 

I hearcoming from people es erg 
into telecomménications is, “What do 
those file names mean andhow do I 
make them run?" A good question... 
andhopefully one I canstraighten up 
a little. The confusion can be a bit 
upsetting upon first time exposure. 
e Amiga is so easy to use with its 
point and click interface, but when 
you get a file that refuses to run no 
matter what you do it can be the 
pegmnning of a bad day. Let’s take a 
look at some of thesefiles and see if 
we can figure them out. Usually, the 
key tofiguring out what thefiles are 
is the extender. You will have a name 
with aperiod and three letters placed 
at the end. A goodexample would be 
“filename.lzh". Those last three 
letters makeall the difference in the 
world in getting it towork. Here is a 
list ofextensions you may comeacross 
as you look atfiles on the BBS. This 
list will show the last three letters 
you will seeon filenames.Three letter 
extension -- Program needed to use 
with thesefiles, or whatto do with the 


file 
ARC - ARC, PKax 
ARJ - UnARJ 
DEX - Self Extracting 
DMP - DImp (DiskImploder) 
DMS - DiskMasher 
DOC - Read with a textreader 
EXE - Executable,just execute 
or run it 
IFF - Any image viewer 
LHA - yi A, LZ (I recommend 


LhA) 
LZH - LhArc, LhArcA,LhA, 
LZ(for both ofthese) 
PAK - Self Extracting 
RUN - Self Extracting 
SFX - Self Extracting 
SHR - Shrink 
TXT - Read with a textreader 
WRP - UnWarp, Warp 


ZAP - Zap 

ZIP - UnZip, Zip,PKAZip 
ZOM - Zoom 

ZOO - Zoo 


These are the mostcommon, but 
not all. There are many that areused 


to identify files created by other 
programs for use by those programs 
such as word processors. Those listed 
above arethe ones you are morelikel 
to come across in dealing wit 
telecomménications and filetransfers. 
Occasionally someone makes a 
mistake and the file will have no 
extender or a wrongextender. I use a 
hexreader to find out whatkind of file 
it is. This is a rare occurrence and 
hopefully won’t happen to you. What 
many of these extensions mean are 
that the files were compressed using 
the program Ilisted and may include 
several files in one. The reason for 
this is todecrease transfer timeand to 
make it easier totransfer several files 
at once. The files arealso compressed 
so as tosave space. These arethe ones 
we are mainly interested in here, as 
they cause the confusion. Why are 
thereso many different ways of doing 
this? Well, over time different 
programmers have had different 
ideas on how todo it, and as time 
passes their ideas improve 
compression and/or speed. Here are 
some comparisons of the compression 
abilitiesof the file compressors. 
Original File Size:128785 bytes 


Compressor - Filesize 


Arc - 67644 

LhA .LHA - 51300 
LhA .LZH - 53905 
LhAre - 56097 
LhArcSFX - 58484 
LhASFX - 57412 
LZ .LHA - 51468 
LZ .LZH - 53904 
Pak - 93184 
PKAZip - 52110 
Shrink - 48472 
Zip - 51602 

Zoo - 51637 

Zoo - 65139 


LhA, LZ, and Zoo each have two 
compression modes. Using the higher 
compression modes in A or LZ 
produces the files with extenders 
.LHA, and the lower compression 
mode produces the .LZH extension. 
Zoo doesn’t produce a_ different 
extension for its two compression 
modes. As you can see, its higher 
compression mode is right u ere 
with the best. As you can she see, 
Shrink produces the smallest files, 
but takes by far the longest time to 
compress or decompress the files. B 
far, the easiest way to manipulate all 
these different file compressors is b 
using Directory OPUS or Dis 
Master. They can be set up to 
automatically recognize the file 
extension and to send the extracted 
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files to a specified destination 
automatically. Simply double-click 
and away you go. They also make 
creating the archives simply a matter 
of choosing the files you want to 
include in the archive and do it. The 
downside to them is the fact that you 
will have to set them up for some of 
these extensions. It’s not hard but 
can be intimidating for some. It’s 
definitely worth the trouble if you 
find yourself having to deal with 


these files very often. 
Perhaps the easiest to use 
compressed files are the aa 
self- 


described E ser as 
extracting. These files can be copied 
or moved to any convenient place and 
from your Shell or CLI simply type 
their name and the file will extract 
automatically for you. These are a 

ood way to get started, as many 
important files needed to get started 
in telecommunication are compressed 
in this manner. Look for .the 
extension of self extracting files 
especially if you are just starting out. 


Extracting the other file types 
are more complicated. If you get a file 
with the extension .ZOO then you 
will need to get the program Zoo. You 
need to wea the documentation that 
comes with it for detailed 
instructions. For those in a hurry, 
simply type Zoo and a brief 
instruction on how to use it will 
appear, and that will help get you 
started. This holds true for most of 
these programs -- a few will require 
you to read the instructions. 


Files with the extensions DMS, 
ZOM, DMP, WRP, or DEX are 
compressed disk files. A whole disk is 
run through the archiver to produce 
a single file which can be transferred 
easily through the modem. If you get 
one of these they will extract to a 
blank disk or you can use RAD: for a 
quick way of taking a look at them. A 
word of warning on these, some of 
them can take over 15 minutes to 
extract to a disk on a stock 68000 
machine. 


Armed with this information I 
hope you find telecommunication a 
little easier to figure out, and more 
enjoyable. There is a large amount of 
information and data to look at and 
use in the telecommunication world 
just waiting for you. Now go and get 
it! 


Reprinted with permission 
from the Metroplex Commodore 
Computer Club - ed. Q 


...Continued from Page 5 


largest U.S.-based broad line 
supplier of semiconductors, with a 
balanced portfolio of more than 
50,000 devices. Motorola is one of the 
world’s leading providers of electronic 
equipment, systems, components, 
and services for global markets. 
Products include two-way radios, 
pagers and telepoint systems, 
cellular telephone systems, 
semiconductors, defense and 
aerospace electronics, automotive 
and industrial electronic equipment, 
computers, data communications 
and information processing and 
handling equipment. 


Motorola was a winner of the 
first Malcolm Baldrige National 
Quality Award in 1988, in recognition 
of its superior company-wide quality. 


ASDG Announces "Retroactive 
Pe ray ALADPro Family 
ucts in Support of the Amiga 
4000, September 17, 1992 


Timed to coincide with Commodore’s 
announcement of the Amiga 4000, ASDG 
announces that all of its ADPro family of 
image processing oducts already 
support the new vanced Graphics 
Architecture (AGA) including the new 
video modes and color resolution. These 
capabilities, which have been present in 
the shipping versions for almost a year, 
automatically appear when running on 
AGA equipped machines. 


The New Commodore 
1960 Multiscan Color 


Monitor 


Harold Williams Metroplex 
Commodore Computer Club 


I have been wanting to change 
to a monitor that would support an 
interlaced screen. Commodore’s 1950 
monitor has been available since the 
3000 was introduced, and of course 
there are several good monitors made 
by other companies. Now Commodore 
has released a new _  multiscan 
monitor, the 1960. I happened on a 
special deal at Ansoft that was too 
good to pass up. So, now I am the 
proud owner of a 1960. I also 

urchased Commodore’s 2320 

isplay Enhancer card to eliminate 
interlace flicker. Now I am runnin 
virtually everything in interlace 
mode and loving it! 


The specs on the 1960 include 
0.28 mm dot pitch, with 1024 X 768 
image resolution. The screen 
measures 14 inches diagonally. The 
1960 comes with a cable designed to 
connect to a 15-pin D-connector (like 
the connector on the 2320 display 
enhancer) and an adapter to connect 
to a 23-pin video port (the standard 
Amiga video ee There is also a 
nice tilt/swivel base that makes it 
very easy to adjust the viewing 
perspective. Fortunately, the 
tilt/swivel base can be removed. It 
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adds about two inches of height to 
the monitor and that’s about an inch 
and a half that won't fit into my 
computer desk. 


All the controls are at the front 
of the monitor. The brightness and 
contrast controls are located at the 
right along with the on/off switch. 
There are five controls hidden under 
a panel on the left. These controls 
include vertical center, vertical size, 
horizontal phase (center), a 
manual/auto vertical size switch, and 
width add/normal switch. These last 
two switches greatly enhance the 
1960s display. ost multisync 
monitors do not use all of the 
monitor’s display area, but leave a 
black border around the display. The 
manual/auto vertical size switch 
along with the vertical size control 
allows the vertical display to use the 
full height of the monitor screen. The 
width add/normal switch adds a 
colored border (like an Amiga ought 
to have) on the left and right or 
leaves the normal black border (like 
lesser computers are accustomed to). 
When properly adjusted, the display 
uses the full screen and there are no 
strange wiggly lines at the top or 
zippered edges. Some monitors 
display a variety of such strange 
effects depending partly on the 
display enhancer used. The 1960 
Coplay is perfectly stable when used 
with the 2320 Display Enhancer, and 
I suspect it would be the same when 
used with other products. Q 


Virtual Reality 
Studio 


Build your own Virtual Reality 


by Aaron Lozier - Metroplex 
Commodore Computer Club 


OK, you just got back from 
another 8 hours of work, only to find 
the house a wreck, dinner burnt, and 
your baby crying. "Well, nothing new 

ere... Just the same old crummy 
world." Well, with Virtual Reality 
Studio by Domark, you don’t have to 
put up with this! You can go into 
your room, lock the door, turn on 
your Amiga, and begin to create your 
own "virtual" worlds! 


First off, Virtual Reality is the 
Science of creating a world using 
polygon graphics including cubes, 
pyramids, rectangles, hexagons, 
pentagons, quads (four sided objects, 
i.e. diamonds, parallelograms), and 
lines. You must be thinking, "What 
kind of a world could I make with 
just those?" You'd be very surprised. 
Included in the software package is a 
F1 Indy Racer, a space shuttle, a 
helicopter, and a tree, just to give you 
an idea of what you can build. I 
recently created a world set 20 years 
in the future! 


With Virtual Reality Studio, you 
can create your dream house, and 
design any kind of furniture 
imaginable to put in it. Then you can 

ive your friends a tour of your 
uture house. You can also create a 
village, a city, a country, a world! 
The limit is your imagination. 


One of the other features of 
Virtual Reality is the ability to make 
a 3D adventure game. Included on 
the disk is a game called Studio 
Game, an off-the-wall adventure 
game where you try to escape from a 
virtual world and return to Earth in 
a space shuttle, gathering gold bars 
along the way. Sounds crazy, but it 
gives you a good look at everything 
possible on the software. Now, you 
may be wondering about ening a 
game, and giving it to the public 

omain. Do you have to upload the 
whole virtual reality system, 
instantly becoming a pirate? NO! It 
has a kabre which allows you to 
create a stand-alone game or world 
that runs independently of the 


software. No runner necessary! 
That way, you can send a copy of 
your house to a distant Amiga 
relative. 


The software is very simple to 
figure out. It comes with a VHS tape 
tutorial and a simple to understand 
manual. [Ive seen this software 
pirated on BBS’s, but don’t bother 
downloading it. Though it may be 
easy to grasp, it is worthless without 
the manual. The original retail price 
was $92, but I ordered it for $52 from 
Comin epee. Either way, it’s well 
worth the price. 


The software ave it requires a 
stock Amiga 500 with 512k RAM. I 
ed that’s bologna! It requires 1 
MEG, unless you're not creating 
more than a cube. Also, an 
accelerated Amiga would be nice. 
After creating lots of stuff at 7.16 
MHz, it begins to slow down 
pe rans, However, you could 
still probably get by. (I am!) 


Reprinted with permission from 
the Metroplex Commodore Computer 
Club - ed. Q 


BIO 


My name is John Lasanich 
and I am running for Board 
Member at Large. I am a 
sixteen year old junior at Moon 


Senior High School. I’ve 
volunteered at the Moon 
Community Access Television 
station for over two years. I 
am one of three co-directors of 
this year’s Sr. High Video Club 
and am in charge of producing 
the soon-to-be televised 
morning announcements at 
school. 


I write short science fiction 
stories and have written the 
Journeyman’s Travels for the 
PCG Newsletter. 

At the current time I own a 
C64C, 1541 and 1541 II disk 
drives, and a Star Micronics 
NX-1001 dot matrix printer.] 

Thank you for reading this, 
and see you at the meeting. O 


pro 


Stores Displaying PCG Newsletter 


The following stores carry products| 
of interest to PCG members and) 
provide an outlet for ouri 
newsletters: 


Babbages (Century III Mall) 
C64/128 software. | 
Babbages (South Hills Village) - | 
C64/128 software. | 
Babbages (Ross Park Mall) - l 
C64/128 software. i 
B. Dalton Books (South Hills | 
Village Mall) - Books, magazines, | 
and Amiga disk magazines. | 
Border’s Books (Norman Center II | 
- near South Hills Village) -Books | 
and magazines. i 
Carnegie Libraries (all branches) -| 
PCG Newsletter. | 
CDR Systems (Washington St., | 
Swissvale, PA) - Amiga hardware, i 
software, and magazines. j 
Electroniques Boutiques (Ross | 
Park Mall) - Amiga, C64/128 | 
software. | 
Games and Gadgets (Century III | 
Mall) - Amiga, C64/128software. | 
Megabytes(561 Clairton Blvd. | 
Pleasant Hills) Amiga 
hadrware/software. authorized 
Commodore dealer. 

Second Childhood (Beaver Falls) - 
C64/128 hardware andsoftware. 
Software ETC., Kaufmann’s 
Downtown 9th floor - Amiga, 
C64/128 software. 

Sun Appliance Stores (all stores) - 
Amigas. 

Upper St. Clair Library - PCG 
Newsletter. 

Waldenbooks (South Hills Village) 
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Pinball 


Dreams 


by David Owens 
Metroplex Commodore 
Computer Club 


Let me take you back in time to 
that pool hall or ice cream parlor 
where yeu used to hang out. Well, at 
least that is where I first came in 
contact with one of these electro- 
magnetic marvels. The flashing 
lights, the ringing bells and the ka- 
chunk of the score increasing at a 
incredibly slow rate. Well, it was 
incredibly slow for me. I’m talking 
about the first time I came in contact 
with a Pinball machine. I used to 
pump quarters into them by the 
truckloads before computers and 
video games were invented. Ah, the 
memories. 


If you long to re-live those past 
experiences or if you are interested in 
seeing what you missed out on, have 
I got a deal for you. 21st Century 
Entertainment has released a new 
pinball simulation. Why, you may 
ask, is this not a game? This goes 
beyond any pinball game I have ever 
played (and I have played them all). 
This game is so close to standing in 
front of a pinball machine that it is 
uncanny. Granted, when I first heard 


I 
Can r 
wait 
toget 
tothe 
PCG 


meeting! 


about the game, I was skeptical that 
it would much better than any other 
pinball game I have played on a 
computer. First off, the play area 
scrolls. You have three screen lengths 
of the pinball play area to navigate. 
At first I thought this would prove to 
be very difficult but the scrolling 
screens work so well, that after the 
first time or two you hardly notice. 
There are plenty of bumpers, targets, 
ramps and traps to add to your score 
and if you play with two or more 
people, you can win jackpot bonus 
points. Up to eight people can pla 
any game and you control the pinball 
machine with the keyboard and/or 
the mouse. One of the really nice 
features is you can tilt the machine. 
You use the space bar to do this. But 
watch out because you can tilt the 
machine and lose your turn. The 
music can also be turned on and off, 
but I enjoyed having it on. 


There are 4 different pinball 
simulations that you can play: 
Initin, Steel Wheel, Beat-Box and 

ightmare. Steel Wheel is more like 
the really old pinball machines and 
has nothing more than bumpers and 
targets. The others are more like the 
more recent machines I’ve seen with 
ramps and ball traps. Really nice to 
play. The only downside to this 
package is that it isn’t hard drive 
installable, therefore it is very slow 
loading and you have to keep the 
disks fairly handy. The disks are also 
copy protected so you can’t make 
backups. Other than that, I 


recommend that you run right out 
and get this game. It’s Great!!! Q 
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...Continued from Page 3 


after the meeting. 

Sean then turned the meeting 
over to Brian Schwadron who 
discussed and demonstrated the 
various telecommunication services 
available to all users. Technical 
difficulties delayed the start of the 
demonstration for a short while. 

The monthly raffle was 
conducted next. All paid members are 
entitled to a free chance to win a door 
pee Monthly prizes have included 

lank disks, games, utilities, disk 
holders, cleaning products for the 
computer and gift packages. This 
month’s winners received a package 
of disks for their respective 
machines. Congratulations!!! 

Joe Pfab--C64/C128 

Jim Brown--Amiga 

In addition, our 50/50 raffle 
winner was Bob Jox--$11.50. 

The Library, store and 
refreshment table remained open 
following the general meeting while 
the afternoon SIGs convened in their 
respective meeting rooms. 

In response to a recent request, 
the BOD wishes to thank Robert 
Peach for donating an answerin 
machine to supplement the BB 
equipment. B) 


...Continued from Page 1 


hard drives; a new Installer utility; and a PostScript 
rinter driver. Additionally, AmigaDOS release 3.0 offers 
ull support for the new Advanced Graphics Architecture 
chip set featured in the Amiga 4000. i : 


Amiga 600 


The Amiga 600 is a powerful entry-level computer 
with a small footprint at low profile shape, making it 
very attractive to the home computer buyer. The Amiga 
600 and 600HD will come with AmigaDOS 2.XX and a 
selection of software packages. 


A570 CD-ROM Drive 


The A570 is a high capacity read-only storage device 
for the Amiga 500 series. The A570 accepts standard 5" 
compact discs in a CD caddy and plays all CDTV, audio 
CD, CD+G, and CD+MIDI discs. It can also read industry- 
standard ISO-9660 CD-ROM discs. 


Amiga Vision Professional 


Amiga Vision Professional builds and expands on the 
visual programming environment used in earlier versions 
of Amiga Vision. The new features include support for the 
CDTV player, speed and memory improvements, and 
enhancements to the authoring environment. In addition, 
a freely redistributable runtime module has been 
included, enabling flows created in Amiga Vision to be 
played back without loading Amiga Vision. 


Commodore Business Machines, Inc., based in West 
Chester, PA, is the U.S. subsidiary of Commodore 
International. The company manufactures and markets a 
complete line of Amiga computers and peripherals for the 
business, consumer, education, and government markets. 
Commodore and CDTV are trademarks of Commodore 
Electronics Limited. Amiga, AmigaDOS, Amiga Vision, 
Bridgeboard and Advanced Graphics Architecture are 
trademarks of Commodore-Amiga, Inc. MS-DOS is a 
trademark of Microsoft Corporation. Motorola is a 
trademark of Motorola, Inc. 


Reprinted by Permission from the 5-MINUTE 
Weekend News Network, a *StarShip*(tm) Production on 
GEnie(R). B) 


CLASSIFIED 


For Sale: C64 and power supply. 
Used very little, like new. 


Asking $60. 
Call Rick at 922-8538, evenings. 


CLASSIFIED 


C64/128 SIG 


Welcome to the C64-128 SIG, I would like to take a 
minute to thank Fred Donofrio for his interesting speech 
on the Illustrator. It was greatly appreciated by me and 
other members of the group. The next order of business is 
for the planning of the next couple of meetings right now 
things are planned to devote the next two meetings to 
online services. I currently belong to both Compuserve 
and to Q-Link and am greatly involved in telecommu- 
nications, and currently enjoy both online services. The 
first meeting the topic of discussion will be Compuserve 
and the second will be for Q-link and any others that 
other members ney belong to. With Compuserve you can 
get extensive stock quotes and news and sports from 
around the world thus making it more of a business 
onlline service than a leisure one but that doesn’t mean 
you can’t have fun on it. You can get movie reviews and 
talk to other people, plus the most up to date computer 
information around. 

The price for basic service is a low flat rate of $8.95 a 
month. A complete demonstration of how to get around 
the system and the various payment options will be 
explained at the meeting. 

That is the a for next month, but before we go 
into all of this, their will be a fifteen minute question and 
answer period for answers to your questions about 
anything. Those of you who have these online services and 
wish to contact me: 

on Compuserve 70673,1021 

on Q-link 38 


Iam sorry if part of this article is missing as I could 
not convert the file completely to ASCII before importing it 
into ProPage.. ed. Q 


Missing a few pages? 
If you appear to be missing a few pages, like 
maybe all the pages between page 2 and 
page 11, then you are probably holding the 
complimentary demonstration copy of the 
PCG Newsletter. To get information on 
becoming a club member and receiving the 
complete PCG Newsletter in the mail ten 
times per year, read the information on page 
2 and fill out the accompanying application. 
Please, join us! 
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Pittsburgh Commodore Group 


P.O. BOX 16126 
Pittsburgh, PA 15242 


An Organization whose purpose is to foster the 
understanding and enjoyment of 
Commodore Amiga, C64/128 computers. 


